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SERMON 


PREACH'D 
At St. Michan's Church in Dublin, 


February the 23d 1700. 


| Upon Receiving into the Communion of the 
Church of England, The Hon?®: Sir Terence 
Mac-mahon, K** & Bai** and Chriſtopher Dunn, 


CONVERTS 


From the CHURCH of 


ROME. 


Wherein is an Account alſo of a late Controverſie, 
berwixt the Author and fome Romaniſts. 


St. Michaits. 


By John Clayton, Prebendary of 


DUBLIN: 
Printed by Joſeph Ray, and are to be Sold at his Shop 
in Skinner-Row, over againſt the 7holſel. 


' To His GRACE 
NARCISSUS 
__ Lodi ARCH-BISHOP 
& M8 
DUBLIN. 
I gw 6 to Dedicate This 


WC 


- to Your Grace, upon many 

Accounts. As having receiv- 
ed my Firft Education, at the 
Univerſity of Oxford, under Your 
Lordſhip's Care ; and am now 
again Happy, -in having Your 
Grace for my Metrapolitan. It 
was Your Lordſhip, that did me 
the Singular Honour, to recom- 
mend Sir Terence Mac-mahon to 
my Inſtruction, when my Lord 
Inchiquin brought him to Your 
+ _— 
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Grace. And it is Your Lordſhip's ' 
Great Learning, thatcan beſt oo. 
tet, Aid, and Aſfiſt Me, and Se- 
cure the Cauſe that it Suffer not, 
through my DefeRs," and Infir- 
mities, if any Subtile Adverſary 
ſhould Aail me. This is Prifit- 
ed at the Requeſt of ſeveral Per- 
ſons of Quality, and Others that 
were my Auditors, and perſwade 
me that it: may be Uſeful to the 
Publick ; 5=r"p therefore having 
after all, Your Lordſhip's Appro- 
bation, I could not deny to gra- 
tifie Them, when thereby alſo I 
might make an open acknow- 
ledgement of Your Graces Great 
and Manifold Favours. 


Who ar 
Tour Graces 
Moſt Humble © 
and Devoted "REM 


John Clayton. 
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SERMON 


On Matth. XVI. Vetrſ. xviii. 


And T ſay unto Thee, that Thou art Peter, and upon 
this Rock I will build my Church: And the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 


Having this Day Receivd into Our 
Church, Two Perions, Converts from the 
Roman Communion, wherein they were 
Brought up : The Occaſion ſeems to re- 
quire and claim a Diſcourſe that has ſome 
, Reference thereto. And I do not doubr, 
bur that ir is expected from all here, that I ſhould 
expoſe ſome of the Errors and Falſchoods of the 
Romiſh Doctrine ; To ſhew how reaſonable this 
their Renunciation is, and both ro confirm them, 
and others, in the true Faith. Bur it may be fruit- 
leſs, and in vain, to offer Rational Arguments on 
this Head, till one main Point be Eitabliſh'd. As, 
Whether we are. to be guided by Scripture, and 
confirm'd by the Practices of the moſt Primitive 
Chriſtians, and be govern'd by clear Arguments of 
Reaſon, deduced trom thence, or no? For if I 

| B | muſt 
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muſt give up my Religion, and Reaſon, abſoutely 
and intirely to the Church of Rome, ſimply to be 
covern'd in Matters of Faith and Fundamental 
Doftrines, according to their Pleaſure and Dire- 
tions * . Upon this Principle, Thar that Church is 
Infallible, and cannot Err. It is ſuch a Subrerfuge 
for Error and Ignorance, - as ſtops all Controverſie, 
and invalidates all Proofs, and the cleareit Con- 
viction of Reaſon. This, therefore, I rake to be 
one of the moſt material and leading Points, and 
that which ought to be firſt diſcuſſed. This is as 
the main Fortification that ſurrounds their whole 
Camp; and if I can break in upon them, and 
force this Intrenchment, the reſt will be an eaſiz 
Conqueſt, when we are got once within them, and 
come to a fair Engagement, having cut off their 
common Retreat and Coverture. 

Indeed, the Affirmative being on their part, the 
Proof lies on their ſide; which ſhould be clearly, 
fully, and infallibly Demonſtrated by them, other- 
wiſe it is the moſt precarious Principle of all 
others ; being only eſtabiiſh'd on its own Aurho- 
rity. And according to rheir Tenents, it cannot 
be built on any other. For if this be the only In- 
fallible Guide, and ali other things Fallible; unleſs 
we allow the Authority of irs own Afſertion, ic can 
haveno other then a fallible Proof and Teſtimony ; 

and 


* This is a common Preface to the Decrees of the Councel of Trent, 
Sacroſantta Oecumenica & generalis Tridentina »ynodus; in Spiritu 
SanQto ligitime congregata. And hex ſome of themend thus; Quaprop- 
ter cunttis Chriſti fidelibus interdicit, ne poſt hac de ijs, aliter vel 
credere, vel docere, vel predicare audeant, quam eſt his Drecetis 
a Y atq; definitum ; vid. Concil, Trent Sels, 13. C, 1, Sefs. 21, 
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CE. 
and it follows then, that they may be deceived and 
miſtaken, and that their Church may not be Infal- 
lible, unleſs ic demonſtrate its own veracity by a 
continued ſeries, of Infallible Truths. 

And upon this {core it is, that the Controverſy 
enters betwixt us, abour the Certainty or Incertain- 
ty of this Infallibility. Which ir is requiſite to ex- 
amine by ſuch matters of Fact, as may give the 
fulleſt demonſtration thereof, that the nature of 
the rhing will admit, 

And yet before we come to this-part, they com- 
monly take us up with ſeveral dejuſive Arguments, 
and ipend time abour ſome Expreſſions that have a 
ſurpriſing Sound, as if they favourd their Atler- 
tion, but when they come to rhe Teſt, have no 
reference to any ſuch matter. 

We allow and hold the Scriptures to be che un- 
doubted Word of GOD, and therefore an Infalli- 
ble Word of Truth. If therefore they can prove by 
Scripture, an Infallibility conferr'd on-their Church, 
it is a ſufficient Refuration as to us; nor would 1 
Cavil abour the various Contradictions it mcets 
with, in the rcſt of their Principles. For I am fairly 
for the Truth, and would have all Trifling laid 
aſide. And hereupon then, as to this point, 1 dare 
Engage the whole Body of their Clergy, and of all 
the Roman Party. 

They uſe then Three forts of Arguments, 
brought from Scripture, to prove their Infallibility. 

. Either from ſuch Words, as are here contained 
in my Text, that refer (as they call it) to the Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, being conferr d in particu- 
lar oa $t. Peter, and ſo on his Succeſſors in the Church 
of Rome. ; 
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Or from Words more generally ſpoken, as Mat- 
 thew 28. 20. And Lo! I am with you always, even 
anto the End of the World. So John 14. 26. But 
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Fa- 
ther will ſend in my Name, he ſhall teach you all things 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatſoever 
T have ſaid unto you. And John 16. 13. When the 
Spirit of Truth is come, hewill guide you into all Truth. 
And fo likewiſe the lait Words of my Text, ſingly, 
and by themſelves apply'd, are brought to Chime 
in amongſt the reſt. And the Gates of Hell ſhall wot 
prevatl againkt it. 

Or Thirdly, from a parity of Reaſon, betwixt 
theirs, and the Jewiſh Church, (* ) which they ſay 
was Infallible, and would proveit from Matth. 23.2. 
* Where ( ſay they) for this reaſon, our Saviour 
commanded the People to have all {tri regard to 
the Scribes and Phariſees, that ſat in Moſes Chair, all 
therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve, 
and do. And then they urge, that the Argument holds 
ſtronger as to the Chriſtian Church, for now is our 
Faith built on more ſure, and eſtabliſh'd on better 
Promiſes, and on a more firm and compleat Word 
of Truth, according to Hebrews 8. 6. 

To all which, our Church has given very full 
Anſwers, and ſhown how Mean, Trivial and Tri- 
fling a way of Arguing they Uſe. In that they wreſt 
the plain ſenſe of theſe Texts, ro a quite different 
meaning, then ever was intended. 

| I will 
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T will indeed allow them, that if the Jewiſh 
Church was Infaliible, then the Romith Church is 
4:10 Infallible. Bur if the Jewiſh Shanedrim knew 
not, nor owned the Lord of Life, bur erred in the 
main Article of their Faith, relating to rhe Meſtas 
and Crucifi'd Chriſt: If Pontius Pilate pur Him to 
Death,at the Inſtigation of the ( a) Chief Prieſts and 


Elders. And if Caiaphas ( b ) who was that Tear the® 


and Ring-leader (c )thereof. Let them boaſt of their 


Paralel Principles, and Arguments of more Vali- * 


dity, I ſhall take them to be what Chriſt called 
thole Scribes & Phariſees, but (4) Blind-Guides, and 


I 


( a) Matth. 
$. 12. 22: 
: : ny hy, (5) Zorn 
High-Prieſt, was particularly in the Contpiracy, 11. 49 


(c ) Matth. 
6. 3, 57- 


(d) Mitth. 


5-14. 


Men of the worſt Principles, Blind, Leaders of the 23.16. 


Blind. And that it will be more tollerable for Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment, then for 
them, 

And Secondly, Then as to thoſe general Pro- 
mites they inſtance in- by. thoſe ſeveral Texts of 
Scripture before cited, they prove nothing againſt 
us, if they were allow'd to refer to this matter : 
For being ſpoke indefinitely tothe Church diffuſive, 
there would be nothing determined thereby, bur 
the Controverſy would {till remain. Wherher our 
Church 2 or their Church ? or ſome- other amongſt 
the various-Sects in the World 2 were thus Infalli- 
ble ? Theſe were Promiſes made to all the Apoſtles at 
large,to. St. Fames, and St. Fohn, as well as to St. Peter, 
thar he. would give them the Spirit of Truth, the 
Holy Ghoſt, to reveal to them all neceſlary Truths, 
for the Eſtabliſhment of his Church, which after- 
wards he would accordingly preſerve to the end of 
the World, ſo as thar it ſhould never ceaſe to be a 
Church, that there ſhould never ccaſe to be a true 
ee — 


* About the 
19th Century 
calledSxculum 
Obſcurum, 
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Chriſtian Church here on Earth. But there is no 
Promile that does Import, that he would preſerve 
it from all Errors, fo as to render it Intailible. The 
truth of thee Revelations, and of Chritt's Church 
is preſerved ; and I doubt nor hercupon, but it will 
be preſerved ro the end of the World, in the Scrip- 
tures and Apoſtles Creed, and fo forth, and in a 
certain number of fairhful People, thar ſhall hold 
and ſtand firm in that Faith, throughout all Ages. 
And ſo in the darkeſt times of Ignorance, * which 
was when Popery was moſt prevalent, there were 
{till a Remnant of God's People, of whom ir 
might be ſaid, as of thole of old, when there were 
a Remnant of jeveral Thouſands lefr that bow'd not 
the Knee to Baal, which larent numbers of Orthodox 
were the true viſible Church on Earth ; and St. Paut 
makes applicarion of this Text, 1 Aizgs 19. 18. 
to the ſame uſe, Rom. 11. 4. 

Therefore to come to the Third fort of Proofs, 
whereby they would prove a patticular and fingular 
Grant, Aſſigned by Chriſt ro Sr. Perer, and to iis 
Succellors of the Church of Rome. This, indeed, 
if it could be made clear, would be to rhe purpole. 
Bur there arc a great many Propoiitions and Parts 
contain'd herein ; rhat if Criticaily Exaimin'd, 
would more than puzzle them to make out. Bur 
taken in grols they are ſo confuſed, and fluctuate 
{o very {trangely in their Opinions, and Ailer- 
tions, as to this matter, thar there is no fixing of 
thea, or binding of them to be Determin'd there- 
by. : 

My Text is one of the ſtrongeft of this Nature 


- that they produce, which therefore I ſhall Antwer. 


And for this 1 nced not particularly Expound the 
Words 


ES) 


Words. For at once I ſhall give a plain Anſwer to: 
all that can be faid on this Text, and all others - 


they produce of the like nature. 

For theſe Words muſt be either ſpoke dire@ly 
ro St. Peter in particular, or elſe to all the Apoſtles 
in general, If ro all rhe Apoſtles, then according 
tro this Interpretation, all the Apoſtles, and all their 
* Succelſiors, have an equal pretence to Infallibj- 
lity, as St. Peter, and his Succeſſors have. Which 
confounds their Notion, and the grand Authority 
of their Church, which therefore they will not 
allow. Therefore on the other Hand, if theſe 
Words were directed to Sr. Peter in particular, then 
the Pope of himſelf muſt be Infaliible, without 
the aſſiſtance of a Councel, which is contrary to 
the Tenents of all the Perſons of rhe Romiſh 
Church I meet with ; for they utterly deny it, and 
when they can be got to declare themſelves on this 
Head, they ſay, it is the Pope, together with his 
Councel thar is Infallible, bur nor otherwiſe. 

| ; | And 


* Summa poteſtas Ecclefiaſtica non ſolum data eſt Petro, ſed etiam - 


alijs Apoſtolis Bellarmin De. Rom. Pontif. L. 1. C: g. Omnes fuerunt 
Capita & Paſtores Univerſe Eccleſizx, Ibid. C, 11. But thn he adds. 
Sed Petro data eſt ut Ordinario Paſtori cui perpetub ſuccederetur ; aliis 
ranquam delegatis quibus non ſuccederetur. Fuit eaim in. iis Eccleſia 
primordiis neceſſarium ad fidem toto Orbe Terrarum celeriter difſemi- 
nandam, ut primis prxdicatoribus & Eccleſfiarum fundatoribus ſumma 
poteſtas, & libertas concederetur Mortuts autem Apoſtolis, Apoſtolica 
authoritas in ſolo Petri ſuccefſore permanſir, 7his is Anſwered by the 
Biſhyp of Granada, and the Biſhop of Paris, <: hen 1b2 ſame was urged in 
the Councel of Irent. That it was an Audagious Saying without Ground, 
Authority, or Reaſon, invented about 50 Years before by Cajeran, 20 
ebtain a Cardinals Cap, but had been Ig noniniouſly Cenſured by the Di- 
wines of the Sorbon ſince, aud was unknown to former Ages, bemy 14- 
conſiflent with the 20th of Matth. Verſ.20. vid, &3/t. Council of I rent, &y 
Pictro Pglano, Oftob, 13. 1562, © 
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And hereupon it is, Thar they rarely put ſtreſs 
on any Scripture Proofs as to rhis point, bur flic 
moſtly to Tradition, as giving them the largeſt 
Scope, and being molt beyond the Capacity of che 
Vulgar. And for which they can briag a company 
of their own Forgeries and Authors, and fo never 
want a Proof. So far ar leaſt as to invert the 
Order of Ditpute, and like ſubtle Acrorneys, to 
make us become Plantiffs inticad of Defendants. 
Yet our Cale is fo Plain and Good, rhat we never 
refuſe thus to joyn Iilue, if 1o that they will bat 
firſt fix their Principic, and declare where it is, that 
they place this Infalibiliy. 

And hereupon, in a late Diſpute, that T might 
not ſpend time in vain Proofs, 1 delired chat chey 
would lay down ſome ſingle potitive Afſertion as 
to this Infallibility, which accordingly was done. 
That they held the Pope and Council together to be 
Tafallible. 

Hereupon I made this Poſition. That if I then 
proved one Pope and Council had mae tinal De- 
crees in Fundamentals of Faith, and that other 
Popes and Councils with as full Authority had de- 
creed the direct contrary, as to the faid Fundamen- 
rals of Faith and Doctrine, it muſt be notorious 
thar one of them had Erred,- and the Notion of 
Infallibility be deſtroyed and proved faiſe. This 
was allowed, and agreed to, and this I rhe rather 
undertook, becauſe ir utterly deſtroys Infallibility, 
wherever it be be placed. Whether in the Pope 
ſolely, or in the Council ſolely, or in the Pope and 


Council conjunctly. 


And 


CT” 
And hereupon I drew up the following Inſtances in 
Writing, and gave them to be ſhown to their Frieſts, 
or to whocyer woulc undertake to Anlwer them. 
My firſt Inſtauce was in the Conſtantinopolitan 
Council, heid by Pope YVigilzns, the Account 
whereof bricfly is this. The Nefforzan Herelie 
that deny'd Chriſt ro be God, being 1evived by 
Theodorus, Bilhop of Mepſoeſtia; and by Theodoret, 
Biſhop of Cyrus, againit Cyril; and in the Epiltle 
of 7bas, Biſhop of Edeſſa to Maris; which were cail:d 
the Three Chapters ; Fierce Diſputes aroſe in the 
Church, whereupon the Emperor cailed a Coun- 
cil ro Conſtantinople to ſettle this Aﬀair ; bur Pope 
Vigilius could nor be brought over to joyn with 
them, bur called another Council of himſelf, of 
African, Illirian, Italian, and other Weſtern Bifhops, 
and with extraordinary Application and Diligence 
they Compoſed a large Decrce, * containing Sixty * This Council 
Pages in Folio, that it might in every Reſpect be 5 Extam ar 
Correſpondent to the Gravity and Authority of the &%;1%** 
Pope and ſuch a Council; and that likewiſe it ima, Paris e 
might be Satisfactory to the Emperour, (a) and that nn 
other Synod that was Aſſembled by him ; and alſo as Tom, 11, | 
it is Worded, to the whole Catholick Church, as a 
publick Direftion in Faith to them all, calling it a 
Conftlitution, a Statute, a Decree, and a Definitive 
Sentence, and as ſuch was Subicribed (+) by PYigi- 
C lius 


(4) Quatenus habito Deo anxiliante, traftatu, definitionis noſtre; 
conſtituto die Scripto; ſententiam diceremus : Ad Fratres Coepiſcopos 
noſtros, a quibus timiliter de eadem: cauſa reſponſum vos flagitare 
dixiſti. Vid. Conſtitutum Vigiliz Pape ae tribus Capitults, 

(2) Juvante Deo & per ipfius gratiam Vigilius Epiſcopus Sanz Ec 
clefix Carbolice urbis Romg huic Gonſtituro noo oublcrpli, 


( 10) 
lus himſelf, and by all the reſt of the Biſhops and 
Deacons, Which were as many as were in ſeveral 
Aſſemblics of the Grand Council of Treat. The 
Sum then of this Conſtitution, or Decree, was the 
Defence of the Three aforeſaid Chapters, and in 
effect a downright Vindication, and aflertion of 
Neſtorianiſm, that (as is aforeſaid ) deny'd the 
Divinicy of our Saviour, which Hereſie had been 
condemned by the General Council of Chalcedox 
before, and by many Councils ſince. So that here 
is Pope and Council, againſt Pope and Council, 
making ſolemn Decrees point Blank contradiftory 
in Matters of Faith. 

Hereunto were added other Inſtances, as in Popz 
Liberius, (a) that confirm'd Arianilm, and in Pope 
Honorius, (b) that eſtabliſh'd Monothletitm. 

Thar the Sacramenr ſhould be receiv'd in both 
Kinds, was the conſtant Doctrine of the whole 
Church many Hundreds of Years, confirm'd and 
eſtabliſh'd in General by all the Popes and Coun- 
Cils, until thoſe late Councils of (c ) Conſtance, 
(4) Bafil and (e) Trent. And therefore either all 
the Popes and General Councils, for ar leaſt a (f) 
Thouſand,or Twelve (g) Hundred Years, Erred, or 
elſe later Popes and Councils Erred, and whether 
ſoever it be, it deſtroys Infallibility. 

There 


(#) Sozomen, Lib. 4. Cap. 14. Hierom. de Script. Ecc!ef. in Fortu 
natiano. Epiſt. Liberij Epiſcopis Orientalibus. Liberiz Epiſt, Urſacio 
valenti & Germano. Er ad Vincentium, 

(b) Concil. Conſtant, General. 6. Attione 13. 

(c) Concil. Conſt, Sefl, 13. 

(d) Concil, Bafil. Seſl; 30. 

(e) Concil. Trent. Sefl. 21. C. 92. 

(7) Caflander Confur. Art. 22. P. g8r. 

{ g ) Card, Bona Rerum Liturg, L, 2, C. 18, P. 86:; 
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There was a Council held at Braga, ( a ) about 
Dipping the Bread in the Wine,and fo Acminiſtring 
| it for the whole Communion, which Cuſtom 
ſome Perſons offcred to introduce. But the Coun- 
cil Condemned this Practice, becaule ( ſay they ) 
it is repugnant to the Dodrine of the Goſpel, and to the 
Cuſtom of the Church, and to the Tuſtitution of Chriſt 
the fountain of Truth, whogave the Cup by it ſelf, iay- 
ing, Drink ye all of this : And likewile he took the 
Bread by it ſelf, ſaying, Take, Ea?, &c. And thereupon 
they Anathematize, all that abrogate, or alter this 
Intitution. And the Council of ( 5 ) Trent, (c) Baſil 
and (d ) Conſtance, command That they be Excom- 

G2 municated, 
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(a) Habitum anno 4. Bambz Regis tempore Adeodati Papx A. D. 
675. Aut integra Sacramenta accipiant, aut ab integris arceantur, Ge- 
lafius Majorco & Johanni Epiſcopis, apud Ivon. decret. part 2. C. 8, 9. 
Excommunicari illos przcipit Gelaſius P apa Microlog. Cap. 19. 

(65 ) Itaq; Santa ipia Synodus, a Spiritu Sancto ( qui Spiritus eſt Sa- 
picntiz & intellectus. Spi» itus Confilij & pictatis) edoQa, atq; ipſius 
Eccleſix judicium & Conſuetudinem ſecuta, declarat ac docet, nullo 
divino pracepto Laicos & Clericos non Conficientes, obligari ad 
Euchariſtiz Sacramentum ſub utraq; ſpecie ſumendum: neq; ullopatte 
falva fide dubitari poſſe, quin 1llis aJterius ſpeciei Communio ad ſalu- 
tem ſufficiet, Nara etfi Chriſtus Dominus in ultima Czna venerabile 
hoc Sacramentum in Panis & Vini ſpeciebus inftituir & Apoſtolus tra- 
didit . Non tamen illa inſtitutio & traditio eo tendunt, ut omnes Chriſti 
fideles fatuto Domini ad utramg; ſpeciem accipiendam adſtringan- 
tur. Concil, Trident. Sefs. 21. Cap. I. Whereupon ſeveral Canons were 
made, 4s, Si quis dixerit ex Dei precepto,vel neceſſitate ſaJutis, omnes & 
fingulos Chriſti fideles utramq; ſpeciem ſanctiſimi Evchariſhe Sacra-- 
menti ſumere debere Anathema fit. Canon. 1. 

( c) Nullatenus ambigendum eft, quod non ſub ſpecie Panis Caro. 
tantum, nec ſub ſpecie Vini Sanguis tantum. fed ſub qualibet ſpecie 
ef integer totus Ghriſtus. Conet}. Baſil, Seff, 3o, 

(4) Concilium S. Generale Conſtantiesſe in Sp. Sto, legitime con- 
pregatum, declarat, decernir, & definjt, quod Jicet Chriſtu., ſub utraq; 
ipecie, &C  . Et ſimilirer, quod licet in primitiva Eccleiia hujuſe 
modi Sacramentum reciperetur a fidelibus ſub urraq; ſpeci'e -= 
James a Laicis tantummodo ſub fpecie. Fanis ſuſcipiatur —— Qua 
ÞrOprer 


( 12) 
municated, who, contrary to their Decree, Exhort the 
People to Communicate in both kinds, of Bread and 
Wine, and do take upon them to Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ment to the People after that manner, and requires, 
that they be treated as Hereticks, if they perfiſt in ſo 
doing without Repentance. 

The Council of ( a ) Laodicea excludes thoſe 
Books, commonly called rhe Apocripha, from the 
Canon of Scripture. And the Canons of this Coun- 
cil were received into the Code ( 4 ) of the Uni- 
verſal Church, and confirm'd by the ('c) 4th and 
(4) 6th of their General Councils, which is di- 
realy contrary ro the Doctrine of the Church of 
Rome, ſettled by later Councils. | 

The Council of Bafl depoſed the ( e ) Pope, and 
condemned the Council ( f ) of Florence. 


The 


propter dicere hanc Conſuetudinem, aut legem obſeryare ſit Sacrile- 
gum aut illicitum cenſeri debet erroncum $& pertinaciter aſlerentes 
oppoſitum prxmiſſorum tanquam Hzretici arcendi ſint & graviter 
punicnd1 Quod nullus Preebyter ſub pxna Excommunicationis, 
communicer populum ſub utraq; ſpecie Panis & Vini. Item ipſa 
SanQa Synodus decernit & declarat ſuper ipſa materia, ut effeQualiter 
puniant eos contra hoc decretum excedentes, qui communicando 
populum ſub utraq; ſpecie Panis & Vini exhortati fuerint, & ſic faci- 
endum efſe docuerint, & fi ad pznitentiam redire non curaverint 
animo indurato, per cenſuras Ecclefiaſticas per eos ut Hzretici ſunt 
coercendi. Concil, Conſtant. Sefl. 13, : 

' (a) Binius ex Baronio Not. I. in Laodicen. Concil, Hoc Concil- 
lium antiqua nobilitate celeberrimum, Grzcorum atq; Latinorum 
Scriptis celebri memorix commendatum fuit. 

(6) Canon. de Libel. Diſtina. 20. Cod. Can: Eccleſ. Univer, 

(c) Concil. Chalcedon, At. 4, A& 11. AR. 13. 

(4) Concil, Conftantinop. in Trullo, Can, 2. And by Imperial L1w 
of the Emperor Juſtinian. Novel. 131. 

(e) Pope Eugenius IV. Conſtituzed Amadeus the Duke of Sayoy 
Pope, viz. Felix V, | 

(f) Jac. Meyerus m Annalibus Flandr. Lib, 16. Baſilienſe & Flo- 
ren'tum adeo nihil Concordig habebant, ut utrumqz alterum Sy nago. 
gamg; Satan nominaret. | ba : 
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The Lateran Council under ( a ) Leo. ro. de- 
creed Infallibility to be in the Pope alone, and thar 
he had a Superiority and Supremacy in himſelf 
alone, above all Councils. 

The Councils of ( 4 ) Conftance and (' c ) Baſil 
decree the Superiority of a General Council above the 
Pope, and that they have Authority to Decree matters 
of Faith without him. | 

And one of their Decrces runs thus. * That for  - Concil. 

the future every one that 1s to be choſen Pope, ſhall omg ane Hg 
#n the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, with Coult, Seſl, 3 
Heart, aud Mouth, profeſs to God Almighty, and to 
bleſſed Perer, firmly to believe and hold, as long as he 
ſhall live, the Holy Catholick Faith, according to the 
Traditions of the Apoſtles, and the General Councils, 
and in particular of the General Councils of Lateran, 
Lyons, Vienna, . Conſtance, and Baſil, and to keep 
that Faith, to a tittle unchanged, and to Preach, Con- 
firm and Defend it with their Life and Blood. And 
the following Popes, till after the time of Eugenius 
the IV. made this Profeſlion. - 

They Decreed alſo, + That General Councils Þ Concil. 
have Authority immediately from Chriſt, and that $*%: 5% 2. 
the Pope himſelf is bound, and obliged to ſtand to 
the Declaration and Definition of theſe Councils. 

And further ſays, This is a (4) Truth belonging 
| to 


( 4) Sefl. 40. habita Majj 4. Anno, Dom. 1515, Concilium Con- 
ſantienſe ubi definit Concilium efſe ſupra Papam, reprobatum eſt in 
Concilio -— THe Lateranenſi ultimo, Bellar, de Concil. L. 1.C.y. 

b ) Sell. 45: 

Cf , Concil Baſil Sel. 2. apud Binnium, Tom. $. p. 22. Sell. 18, 
P. 55. Sel: 33. p. 95. Sell, 38. p. ol. 

(d) Veritas fidei Catholicz Concil. Baſil, Sefl. 33. Cenſendus eſt 
kzreticus —— fine interitu ſalutis, Idem, 
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to the Catholick Faith, which, who PertinaciouſlY 
reſiſts is ro be deemed a Heretick, being an Arti- 
cle of Faith, which cannot. be negle&ted without 
the lots of Salvation. Theſe Decrees were Eſta- 
* Vid. Pinn. bi'iſh'd by Pope * Martin V. and by virtue hereof 
Concil. Bill: Joby II. and Beneditt XII, were depoſed, and 
Sell. 29, Sell. / | 
3d: hereby Eugenius IV. was made Pope. 

And yet Popery, as they have newly. Modell'd 
;t, advances a third Potition, that Infallibility is ia 
the Church fomcwhere ; which my Adverſary very 
Candidly, ©. to ſave a fruitleſs Search,  fix'd in the 
Pope and Council together. 

So that here-are Three Poſitions contrary one to, 
another abour this Infallibiliry ; and place the In- 
fallibility where you pleaſe, there is accordingly an 
infallible Determination that rthere- is no ſuch Infal- 
libilicy in any of them. For when they have ſaid 
all they can on this laſt Point, which ſeems the 
ſtrongeſt, and let them fer ir off with as much 
Pomp and Oftentation of Words as pollibly rhey 
can, the aforeſaid Inſtances can never be an{wer'd ; 
and it is further manifeſt that this is only a Collu- 
fron and Mask to convey the Pope's Infallibility 
into the Hearts of the People. For when they ſay 
the Pope is Infallible, General Councils are Infal- 
lible,. che Church is Infallible ; ir is plain they ne- 
ver meant to make three diſtin Infallibilities, bur 
one Infallibility, which muſt reſt virtually in the. 
Pope,. for otherwiſe the Church would be always. 
without an Infailible Guide, .but when a Council 
firs. To evade this, they ſay at other times, the 
Church and Council is virtually in the Pope, who, 
Þy a Synechdoche, is Infallible.. 'Then the Pope is 
always: Infallible bur when a Council fits, and. 

5” hereby 


hereby is 2 freſh occaſion [given for that Flour thac 

was paſt on the Council of 7rex?, about the Pope's 

ſending te them the Holy Ghoſt in a Port-Mantue. 

And thus there is nothing more plain, then thar 

they Center this Infallibility in the Pope ſimply. 

But the Papiſt Miſ-repreſented and Repreſented 

* ſays, He Believes, That the Paſtors and Prelates of * Inthe chu 

his Church are Fallible. What, without an Equiyo- -: fri y Pw 

cation 2 Docs he herein include the Pope 2 Honeſt GX wo 

Men deliver themſelves as. plainly as.they can poſ- 

ſibly contrive, eſpecially in ſuch Matters. But 

this ſeems Equivocal, for otherwiſe, why does he 

lay the Foundation of this Infalubility on ſuch 

places of Scripture as my Text, and the like ? For 

there is not one Tittle or Word thar can refer to 

placing an Infallibility in St. Peter in Couacil only ; 

bur if their Infallibility be deriyed hence, and 

founded hereupon, it muſt be in St. Peter ſimply, 

and yer as if it were out of a Divine Preſcience, 

' to determine ſuch Diſputes and Controverſies, and 

Pretenſions, the very next thing that follows, ſhows 

that St. Peter was lo far from being Infallible, that 

he ſo groſly Erred, as to cauſe the ſame Gracious 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro ſay within Five Verſes of my 

Text, unto the ſaid Peter, Get thee behind me Sa- Mat. 16. 23, 

tau, thou art an offence unto me, for thou ſavoureſt 

not the things that be of GOD, but thoſe that be of 

Men, And to St. Paul found him in a. great Error, 

when he mer him at Antioch, and withſtood himgai. x. i; 

to the face, becauſe he was to be blamed. And in- 

deed he was ſo great an indulger of that Error and 

Faction, which the Grand Apoſtolick Council was 

called to.Reform and Corre&, that he may be ſaid 

' to be one of the Principle Ring-leaders thercof, ” 
__ 


(16 ) 


God ſhew'd him a particular Viſion, to reveal tg 
him his Ercor, a little before chat Council was held, 
It is certain, they have been much at a loſs where 
to fix this Infallibiliry, and therefore have invented 
theſe ſeveral Poſitions, to place ic ſometimes in the 
Pope, ſometimes in the Council, ſometimes in the 
Pope and Council,all which (I think )I have proved 
_- ablolutely Falſe, and that this Uncertainty is be- 
cauſe it is really no where. 

So that the DoCtrine of Infallibility, inſtead of 
being ſo adyantagious ro their Church as.they pre- 
tend, is. the greateſt diſtracting Principle imagina- 
ble, it is the Mother of Error, a Cloak for Igno- 
rance, an Abuſe and Cheat, and only an Artificial 
Contrivance, to deceive and captivate ſilly poor 
Souls; and never was ſtarted, thought on, con- 
trived or heard of in the World, for above a Thou- 
fand Years after Chriſt's time. 

This was the Purport of what I gave in Writing, 
and it was ſhew'd (as I underſtand) co ſeveral of the 
Roman Clergy in this Kingdom. And all the An- 
{wer that I got in ſome Months time, was, That 
they were the Crabbedeſt, or Knottieſt Inſtances could 
have been pitchd on, aud that they had not the con- 
Veniency of Books to Anſwer them. It was then ſear for 
England, (as I was inform'd) and after a long time 
came a molt tedious Anſwer, which I could never 
get a Copy of I had indeed the Peruſal of it, 
and made Anſwer it would be too great an Avoca- 
tion for me that have ſo great a. Cure, to reply to 
every thing I thought Faulty therein ; and would 
too much diſtract the Ditpure, that the Concluſion 
would not be ſo evident. But, If they would pitch 
- wpon any one Inſtance, that would clearly decide the 
RS 


C47) 
Controverfie, I would be bound to be Determined thereby; 


thereupon the firſt Inſtarce-was choſen, thatl. was urged 
ro'\make a Repiy.to; that'about /7g/lzus, :. - 


. 


The Anſwer owned, That there was ſuch a Council or | 
Aſſembly, and according a Conſtitution or Decree Extant, 
made by them and Vigilius, which contain'd Erroneous 
Dedrines in points of Faith, but ſaid this. was made 
when Vigilius was a Pſeado-Pope... 

And gave an Hiſtorical Account of Y3glius our of 
Platina, or ſome of their Authors ; telling how Vile 
a Perſon Yigzlius was at firſt, and laid on him a load 
of Infamy ; telling by what corrupt Dealings, and by 
what profane Intereſt in- the Empreſs Theodora, he 
Uſurp'd the Seat of Pope Sylverius, and got to be 
Pope; during whoſe Life-time he was therefore a 
Pſeudo, or falſe Pope, and it was then, that he made 
this Decrce. | 

I ſhall make noReply to this Obloquie, being therein 
they only vomit forth their own Shame. Bur, ſays the 
Anſwer, after Sylverius's Death, the Spirit of God came 
upon him, & he immediately receded. from his former Ele- 
cliow, till he was choſen again, and then became a true 
Pope, and a Holy Father of the Church. 'This I ſuppole 
was added, to inſinuate what a Divine Inſpiration of 
Infallibiliry there is at the time of their Acceſſion to 
the Chair, when they are duely and regularly made 
Popes. - But to be ſhort, and come to the ſireſs of the 
Point in Debate ; which was laid herein. Whether this 
Conſtitution was made before Sylverius's Death, or no ? 
That is, Whether it was made whilſt Vigilius was a falſe, 
or a true Pope? It is a plain ſingle Point, and I will 
venture the whole upon it. For, If 7 do not prove, that 
this Council was call d, and held, and the Decree made 

ſeveral Tears after Sylverius's Death, T le turn Papiſlt ; 
if my Adverſary will but as fairly engage to turn Prote- 
| OPT EE D 


ſtant, 
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_ m_ pri- faxt, if I prove it very fally. * The Date then of this 
ocbonny 5g Decree runs thus. Conſtztuted the 14th Day of May, ix 
rizo noſtro the 27th Tear of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord the Em- 
J: Ciniano pere peror Juſtinian, and in the 12th Tear after the Conſulat- 


petuo Auguſto / -* ; 
Anno 27. poſt ſhip of that Renowned Man Baſilius, zn the City of Con- 


Conſulatum 
Viri clariſlimi: 


ſtantinople. This is Extant at the end of the Decree 


Anno 12. in in the Paris Edition of the Councils, at large, e7ypo- 


Conſtantino- 
politana Cjyi- 


fate. 


graphia Regia, 1644. But Binnius, and ſome others, 
have purpoſely ( as I ſuppoſe). omitted the Date and 
Subſcriptions, though they have all che reſt of the 
Decree at large, yet at the beginning, ke has in the 
Margent, ſet a Note, that Baroxis has placed this in 
the 553 e. Year of our Redemption. x3 Years after Sy/- 
verius's Death. | 
Obſerve then here is a double date; one ,that it was 
the 27th Year of Fuſtinians Reign ; the other, the r 25h 
Year after Baſi/ius Conſulatſhip ; and what is further 
remarkable, rhat I would have: yow! Note, that Baji- 
lius was the laſt Conſul, and fo the: Ephoca, or man- 
ner of dating is altered the Year after Baſilivs was: 
Conſul, for whereas before: they Dated things from 
fuch a: Year of the Emperors Reign, and when ſuch, 
and ſuch Perſons, were Conſuls. They then changed 
the method of Dating, to ſuch a certain Year after 
Bafilius was Conſul, all which: clearly denotes there: 


-* could be no accidental miſtake in the Date. 


Let us now ſee then- what Year Sylverias Died, and: 
for this I take their own great Author T Baronius. And 


he places the Death of + 2} wews-in the 14th. Year of the 
ſy Cru | Emperor 


+ Jeſu Chriſti Annus 540. Vigilij Pap. Annus 1, Juſtiniani Imp, 14. 
Vitigis Reg. 4. Qui ſequitur Annus Quadrageſſimus ſupra quingen- 
*zeſiimum afcriprus faſtis reperitur conſixlatu ſolius Juftini tu addas Collegam 
Vaulinum, Juniorem dittum. Quo Anno Sylverius Papa in Inlſula- 
Palmaria retegitus confe&tus arumnis, conſumptulq; inedia diem one 
"Toons : _ Elaulit: 
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Emperor J»/t;nians Reign, and in the Conſulatſhip of 
Tuſtinus, and Paulinus, who were immediate Conſuls 
before Baſtlins. 

So then, SyFverzus Dying the 1 4th Yearof Fuſtinian, 
and the Date of the Conſtitution, being the 27th Year 
of Fuſtinian, it is plain Yzgilius, it ever was a true Pope, 
and had been ſo 13 Years, and ſoalſo by the other 
Date. For Juſtinus and Paulinus being Conſuls the 
Year before Baſilius, and the Date of the Conſtitution 
being the 12h Year after Baſilius was Conſul, in like 
manner confirms, that it was 13 Years after Yigzlius 
was aRight Pope. Nothing in the World can be more 
plain and pofitive, and though I have deliver'd this ia 
Writing above Half a Year ſince, I hear nothing in re- 
turn, and therefore I ſhall not add any thing more here- 
to, for if I would have Enlarged, I could have ſhown 
that the greateſt Share of thar Story about Y7gilzus, and 
the Empreſs, is a late Invention of their Authors, 
and Hiſtorians, purpoſely contrived, to conceal and 
cloak this matter. Now Mortal Men have ſuch Imper- 
fe Reaſon, that they may be liable ro Miſtakes, for 
fo only GOD #s True, but every Man a Etar, that is, they 
are ſubject to Error. And therefore I do not contemn 
or hate any Man on that Account, if I could but think 
he had Candor, and a good Conſcience, that he were 
lincere, and honeſt in his Principle. But when Men 
plainly ſee they are in an Error, to have them forge 
Untruths, for Religion's ſake, ro coyn New Hiſtories, 
forge New Inventions to deceive themſelves,and others, 
it.is ſuch a Pia Fraus or ReljgfoÞs Cheat, as is moſt. Im- 

| pious, 


claufit extremum Duodecimo Kalendas Julj. Quod autem aliqui 
nec duos Annos ejus ſedi concedunt, inde id evenifle liquer, quod abfiurde 
admodum numerent <jus ſedis tempusuſq; ad Vigil intrufionem tantumg 
eum ipſe Sylverius e ſede cxpuliſus eſt at vero uſq; ad conſummatum 
Martyrium ſemper ipſum legitimum perſeveraſſe Pontificem, Baron 
Antrerpiz ex officina Plantgiana 1603. Lom, 7, | 
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pious, and Abominable, What a ſtrange Current there is 
in Men's Natures to Vice, . that . Men ſhould: ever think to 
ſerve God with Falſhood, and Forgeries, and be b@gotted to 
Principles that they themſelves Invent, for no other end, but 
to enflave them*ves with all; ſuch is' an unhappy Zeal, 
Whereas to contend for the Truth, with Candor and Honeſty, 
to be Zealouſly attefted for Righteouſneſs, with Simplicity and 
Singleneſs of Heart, is true Piety and Zeal, as well as hearty 
Religion. For God loves a Tenderneſs of Conſcience, as well 
as a Flaming AﬀeCtion, but the Conjunftion of one with the 
other makes the Blefſed- Temper of a- Chriſtian. Let us 
therefore ſhew forth our Faith by our Works, for ſuch are the 
moſt prevalent Arguments ; for the greateſt part cannot but be 
under jealous Apprehenſions, that we have the Truth on our 
fides, if we had but the Teſtimony of good Works to Il1- 
ſtrate our Profeſſion. Let us therefore with Holy Lives, with 


' the confounding Evidence of Moral Principles, as well as of 


an Orthodox Faith endeavour to Convert and Gain many more 
Proſelites. For thus God may perhaps make us the Blefied 
Inſtruments of turning many to Righteouſneſs, and to the ac- 
knowledgment of the Truth. So asthat they may recover them- 
ſelves out of the Snare ofthe Devil, and though we ſhould fail of 
preſerving theirs, we may be ſure to ſave our own Souls. Burt, 
Turn Thou them O Good Lord, and then will they be Turned, Be fa- 
wourable be favourable, O Lord to that People, out of Thy Great 
and Tender Mercy. For Thou art full of Compaſſion, Long-Suffering , 
and of great Pity, nor wouldſt the Death of a Sinner, but rather 
that he ſhould be Converted and Live, Have Mercy therefore upon 
all fews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticks, and take from them all Ip- 
norance, bardneſs of Heart, and contempt of Thy Word ; and ſo 


bring them home to Thy Flock, that they may be ſaved amongſt the 


Remnant of the true Iſraelites, and be made one Fold under one Shep- 


herd, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who Liveth and Reigneth, with Thee, 


and the Holy Spirit, og God, World without End, Amen, 
AN... 
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